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LET’S GET STATE AID! 


Do we need State Aid for libraries in Wisconsin? The Wisconsin 
Library Association has decided that we do and a committee has been 
appointed to conduct a campaign for legislation to provide it. 

In 1935, 891,005 persons in Wisconsin—30% of the population— 
were without library service according to “Equal Chance” published 
by the American Library Association. In most communities where there 
are public libraries inadequate budgets drastically limit the service that 
can be given. State aid should help to provide library service where there 
is none and strengthen that which now exists. 

The State has long recognized its responsibility for the education of 
all its citizens as is shown by the aid given to schools for many years. 
The modern public library at its best, while smaller and less expensive 
to maintain, is an educational institution of equal importance. It not 
only serves the citizen through his school and college years, but also 
all through his life. In fact, it is the only college that the majority of 
our citizens ever have a chance to use. 

So let’s get State Aid for Libraries! The needed legislation can be 
secured only by the united efforts of all engaged in library work and 
all interested in library service. The committee is only a steering com- 
mittee. It needs every one of you as an active member. Let every 
librarian and every member of a library staff begin at once to mobilize 
public opinion in his community. 

First of all join the Wisconsin Library Association as our President 
has already suggested and help to fill the Association’s coffers. Then, 
interview your friends, members of the legislature, key men and women 
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in your locality, and above all, keep the committee informed of the 
results of your interviews. We need to know how each person, each 
club and each group stands so we will know where to send more in- 


formation. 


We believe that every citizen who is really interested in the general 
welfare of the people of the state will approve state aid for libraries 
if all the facts are set before him. So talk! talk! talk! about the needs 


of libraries! 


A few states have already secured state aid and others are working 
for it. Wisconsin is accustomed to being in the front ranks. Let us see 
that she maintains her reputation in this important campaign for better 


library service. 


M. LouIsE HUNT 


Chairman, State Aid Committee 
Wisconsin Library Association 


LIBRARY PLANNING AT LIMA, OHIO 


By Georgia G. McAfee, Librarian 


The Lima Library is a medium sized 
library in an average town of 40,000. 
Its problems are not unusual, and if they 
are of possible use to other libraries, it 
is only because they may be considered 
typical. 

Twelve years ago the Lima Board of 
Trustees faced a difficult situation. The 
Board desired a modern, effective system 
of service but the total income was only 
$3,000; the book stock was less than one- 
half volume per capita, with many out- 
dated volumes. There was limited equip- 
ment in an old-fashioned type of library 
building, no staff organization, and no 
extension agency. Such basic needs called 
for careful analysis and farsighted de- 
cisions. 

A plan was adopted which included 
first, a successful effort to secure a rea- 
sonable support and next, attention to 
personnel. A trained librarian was em- 
ployed and a professional staff was grad- 
ually organized. Local assistants of abil- 
ity were encouraged to take a minimum 
of summer school training. Fair salary 
schedules were approved. 

This policy: of retaining a staff of high 
quality as the first necessity of a mod- 


ern library system, was held by the 
Board even through the darkest years of 
a depression when all other expenditures 
were curtailed to the vanishing point. 
For a comparatively brief period graded 
salary cuts of three to twelve and one 
half per cent were imposed as an emer- 
gency measure, but the cuts were re- 
stored in full on the first receipts of an 
approximately normal budget. In this 
prompt restoration of salaries the Lima 
Board was one of the first to act in the 
country. 

With the frame work of staff organ- 
ization completed, the Board approved 
monthly book purchases. The initial in- 
vestment was kept up-to-date through 
regular binding. At the same time a sur- 
vey of the city was made to gain first- 
hand information of its library possi- 
bilities. Schools were the first objective. 
A careful analysis of the fifteen school 
districts, including the number of chil- 
dren, type of resident, attitude of prin- 
cipal, character of Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation, distance of the school from the 
main library, etc., helped to determine 
where the library would be able to make 
the first successful demonstrations of ex- 
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tension service. Here it may be in order 
to say that the Library Board never ob- 
viously initiates service. Unofficial sug- 
gestions are made by the librarian or 
others to leaders in promising communi- 
ties, and these in turn set the machinery 
in motion, organize petitions, and crys- 
tallize a favorable public opinion. 

At the end of the survey in 1935, there 
was no doubt as to the most promising 
places for the library’s first extension 
experiments. The first was in a large 
school of twelve hundred students in the 
industrial district, and here a regular 
branch was established with a trained 
branch librarian, and a growing collec- 
tion of books suited to the needs of high 
school students, children and adults. 

Another type of extension center and 
a much smaller one was placed in a grade 
school at the opposite end of the city 
from the new branch and several miles 
from the main library. Here a cordial 
principal was hospitable to the idea, and 
the Parent-Teacher Association of this 
home owning community joined in a pe- 
tition for service. A handful of books 
was placed in one end of the principal’s 
busy office upstairs. The outside en- 
trance for the use of adults was provided 
by a fire escape. The equipment was one 
long table, a dating set, and a cardboard 
box for cards. 

Interest in the new venture was en- 
couraged by systematic home-visiting, 
the library visitor going up one street 
and down the other until everyone in 
the neighborhood had received a personal 
invitation to come to the library in the 
school for books. The first year the cir- 
culation was 11,581. 

The upstairs office soon proved too 
small, and the library was moved to an 
adjoining portable building, formerly 
used as a classroom. Then the portable 
became inadequate. A large inviting 
room downstairs at the front of the 
main school building was provided by the 
Board of Education, and the library be- 
came the North Branch. The room is 
bright with color, cheerful with inter- 
esting books, and comfortable with mod- 
ern equipment. It is provided with out- 
side entrance, telephone and current 
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magazines, and is open for service to 
children and adults four periods a week. 
In 1936 this neighborhood read 33,478 
books. 

The history of this first community 
station is given in detail for it is typical 
of others which sprang up at strategic 
points over the city. All had the sim- 
plest beginnings. Friendly centers, little 
more than deposit stations, grew into 
thriving stations and then into small 
branches with longer hours of service 
both in the afternoons and evenings. Cor- 
dial relations with the Board of Educa- 
tion made it possible for the Library 
Board to use school buildings and to con- 
centrate their resources on books and 
service. 

Hospital service also grew from a mus- 
tard seed. First, one city hospital asked 
for bedside service, and soon the other 
city hospital followed. Then a hospital 
for the treatment of the criminally in- 
sane outside the city limits presented a 
petition for service to its more than 
1,000 patients. Within a short time li- 
brary quarters in this large institution 
had to be doubled. A tri-county tuber- 
culosis hospital asked for and received a 
specialized service which has made hun- 
dreds of escape books available every 
month to its long term patients. 

Shut-ins in the city are now included 
and are served directly by Girl Scouts 
who make deliveries, and relay special 
requests on one day in each week. In 
1936 the circulation of books to hospitals 
and to invalids was just under 50,000. 

Acquaintance with library objectives 
and pride in the library’s progress have 
been consistently fostered by the news- 
papers, by the use of the radio, by home 
visits, and through interested, trained 
service at the loan desks. Library com- 
mittees have been organized in the Par- 
ent-Teacher Associations and in the city 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. The li- 
brary committee in the Federation has, 
over a period of years, secured money 
for the purchase of books in two or three 
institutional stations in the county. This 
has been a valuable relationship for more 
than one reason. A Memorial Collection 
to which increasing contributions are be- 
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ing made by groups and by individuals, 
is serving not only to enrich the book col- 
lection, but also to tie in the good will 
and the affection of the people. 

The Board has continued to stress per- 
sonnel, books, and extension of service. 
They approve the policy of carrying out 
one project, and at the same time pre- 
paring the ground for the next. A coun- 
ty library is on the way as a natural de- 
velopment of this policy. For the past 
several years county teachers have been 
encouraged to borrow small classroom 
collections at the main library, as these 
could be spared from the city duplicate 
collection. This past year funds received 
from State Aid have been invested in 
books for county schools. The teachers 
have had to come for the books and to 
return them. Occasionally a county Par- 
ent-Teacher Association, or a teachers’ 
meeting was visited by a librarian, al- 
ways by invitation. 

More than a year ago the Board 
erected a county annex to the main 
building with the help of the W. P. A. 
with the future county library in view. 
A trained assistant with county teaching 
experience, and a wide acquaintance 
among county people has been employed 
as a general assistant at the main libra- 
ry. When the 1938 budget is approved 
this young woman will take charge of the 
county library system, equipped with 
first-hand information on the resources 
of the Lima Library, and with an un- 
derstanding of county needs and inter- 
ests. A number of petitions have been 
received from neighboring county towns 
asking for branch libraries, as soon as 
the money is available. During the twelve 
years, while the initial program was un- 
der way, no money was spent on build- 
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ing or land though both were needed. In 
1986, however, the Board purchased 
property back of the main building, and 
in 1987 the second purchase was made. 
Land for the new main building of the 
future is now secured. 

This basic plan has opened the way to 
a larger library program for the city 
and county. 


Staff Loan Fund 


At the request of the staff, the Board 
approved the organization of a Staff 
Loan Fund. This fund was set up as a 
source of protection in illness, and of 
professional advancement through study 
and travel. Membership is voluntary. 
One per cent is automatically deducted 
from staff salary checks, and is turned 
over to the staff treasurer who keeps 
regular accounts. When an individual 
account reaches $50, it is returned to the 
depositor. Staff members wishing to bor- 
row make formal application stating pur- 
pose and amount desired. A small rate 
of interest is charged. The amount lent 
to one individual does not exceed $150.00. 

In addition to the revolving fund, the 
staff is building a permanent nucleus 
through a fortunate arrangement with 
Mr. Otto F. Ege of the Cleveland School 
of Art. Mr. Ege is a collector of me- 
dieval manuscripts, and the Lima staff 
acts as his agent in selling these beauti- 
ful fragments. Sales have been made to 
a number of universities and to many in- 
dividuals in various parts of the United 
States. The Staff Loan Fund is not far 
from the $1,000 mark at present. It has 
been used for emergencies, for college 
and library school, and for travel. The 
plan has been an effective one, both from 
a cultural and a financial viewpoint. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Hotel Schroeder, Milwaukee 


October 6-7-8 
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NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by Blanche A. Smith 


“Libraries are the best consolation, 
retreats, harbors, refuges of the soul of 
man.” 

“A city without a library is a desert 
and undesirable place.” 

“Libraries are the mines where all 
may dig; the coverts which all may 
beat; the rivers in which all may angle.” 

“They are a land flowing with milk 
and honey where all are fed according 
to their taste, and where luxury and ne- 
cessity are equally accessible to all.” 

“They are the glory of modern cities.” 

From ANATOMY OF BIBLIOMANIA 
By Holbrook Johnson. 


International Mind Alcoves 


As defined in the annual report of the 
Division of Intercourse and Education 
of the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace, an International Mind 
Alcove is “a collection of books dealing 
with the daily life, customs and history 
of the various foreign peoples, placed— 
under certain conditions—in libraries in 
small communities throughout the United 
States.” 

The “certain conditions” under which 
libraries may receive this service include 
an application filed with the Division. A 
number of libraries in Wisconsin are al- 
ready receiving the Alcove books. Oth- 
ers might find it worth while to be placed 
on the waiting list. According to the re- 
port, the gifts do not continue indefi- 
nitely. “After a collection has reached 
one hundred titles, no further books are 
sent. In this way funds are released to 
establish new Alcoves elsewhere.” So it 
is obvious that there are openings from 
time to time. Write to Division of Inter- 
course and Education, Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace, 405 W. 117 
St., New York City. 

The Alcoves movement started fifteen 
years ago and aroused great interest in 
the libraries where the books were re- 
ceived. In 1926, the Children’s Interna- 


tional Mind Alcove started experimental- 
ly and proved a decided success. 

The list of selected titles could be used 
by libraries which do not need the gift 
of books. Attractive displays may be 
made by utilizing the books on the list. 
Any library desiring the International 
Mind Booklist may receive one on re- 
quest. 


Juvenile Replacements 


In answer to the question as to the 
titles which are most in demand and in 
most constant need of replacement in 
New York Public Library, Miss Anne 
Carroll Moore lists the following titles 
in Saturday Review of Literature, March 
18, 1937: 

Pinnochio 

Tales from Grimm 
Andersen’s fairy tales 
Brownies—their book 
Tom Sawyer 

Alice in Wonderland 
Little women 
Huckleberry Finn 

The blue fairy book 
The jungle books 
Robinson Crusoe 
Swiss family Robinson 
Little princess 

Under the lilacs 

The last of the Mohicans 
Floating Island 

Wind in the willows 
Meggy McIntosh 

The call of the wild 
Mysterious Island 
Hans Brinker 
Arabian nights 

Peter and Wendy 
Smoky 


Book Clubs and the Library 


Convinced that the public library has 
not completed its task when it merely 
circulates a book, Miss Gertrude For- 
rester, chairman of the book selection 
committee of the West Bend (Wis.) pub- 
lic library, has been active in forming 
book clubs where a few people may as- 
semble to discuss the books which they 
have read. There are now six such 
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groups in West Bend, one of which is in 
its thirteenth year. A description of 
these groups and their work appeared in 
the Library Journal, November 1, 1937. 
These are the rules by which they are 
conducted: 

1. That the hostess select and provide 
the books which everyone is to read pre- 
vious to the discussion at her home. 

2. That two contrasting books be 
named for each discussion—one fiction 
and one non-fiction, or one new and one 
old book, or one light and one heavy, or 
one entertaining and one instructive 
book, etc. 

8. That monthly meetings be planned 
for the winter months. 

4, That a definite order of hostesses be 
arranged. 

5. That the hostess read the books be- 
fore she announces them for her selec- 
tion. 

6. That the hostesses announce their 
selections two meetings in advance, so 
everyone can be reading a book that will 
later be discussed. 

7. That the hostess lead the discus- 
sion. 

8. That everyone try to contribute 
something to the discussion on each book. 

9. That you do not think it necessary 
to agree about the books, but that sin- 
cere opinions be given. 

10. That when convenient, everyone 
should bring clippings or comments from 
book reviews on the authors or books un- 
der discussion or on books previously dis- 
cussed. 

11. That after you discuss your own 
ideas about the books of the evening, you 
compare your ideas with those of other 
critically minded people by reading what 
the reviewers say in the Saturday Re- 
view of Literature, New York Times 
Book Section, Books, Book Review Di- 
gest, Atlantic Monthly and other good 
reviews. 

12. That everyone consider it a breach 
of etiquette to wander from the subject 
—that a fine of five cents be taxed every- 
one who brings up an irrelevant subject, 
the income to be used for a picnie in the 
spring, or a guest speaker program. 
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13. That the organizer of the group 
keep lists of the books named for discus- 
sion. 

14, That six is about as many as can 
intimately discuss the books. More than 
that makes an audience. 

15. That one subscription in the club 
to the services of The Book-of-the-Month 
Club will bring to your attention some 
worth while books earlier than you will 
otherwise hear of them. 

16. That the refreshments be light, but 
conversation generous and free. 


University of Knowledge 


Numerous requests have been received 
for information about the University of 
Knowledge in 24 volumes, edited by Dr. 
Glenn Frank. This set is appearing vol- 
ume by volume and until the set is com- 
plete, no evaluation is possible. 

It is being distributed by the Milwau- 
kee News-Sentinel by the book-a-week 
plan, one book being sent each week in 
return for six coupons taken from the 
newspaper plus 49c. Each volume covers 
a special subject, the first “The earth 
before man” by Raymond E. Janssen of 
the University of Chicago Museum. 

Libraries should, of course, defer pur- 
chase until a complete evaluation of the 
set appears. 


Huntington Library Quarterly 


The Huntington Library Bulletin, 
which has appeared since May 19381 has 
become a quarterly which will make pos- 
sible the publication of articles based on 
the researches of scholars at the library. 
The first number appeared October 1937. 
The subscription price is $5.00 a year, or 
$1.50 for single numbers. Bibliographies 
and bibliographic lists of the material in 
the library will be handled in an inde- 
pendent series which will be known as 
the Huntington Library Lists. 


Information for Debaters 


Of interest to librarians as well as to 
debate coaches and debating teams, for 
which it is intended, is the National For- 
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ensic Handbook, v. 1, 1937-38, published 
by Noble and Noble. This is a summary 
of information of the activities and ac- 
complishments of schools and associa- 
tions in intercollegiate and interscholas- 
tic forensics. We find listed the various 
speech contests with first, second and 
third winners; a survey of many active 
speech associations in this country; im- 
portant debate questions for 1937-38. 
The price of the handbook is 25c. The 
plan is to issue a similar one each fall. 


When a Library Needs a Friend 


Many libraries in Wisconsin need in- 
fluential friends. The term Friends of 
the Library is a term used for local 
groups organized to improve library con- 
ditions and make it better known in the 
community. This movement has become 
increasingly popular among librarians 
and library patrons. A heartening illus- 
tration of the positive benefits which a 
library may receive from the well di- 
rected activities from such a group is 
Jackson, Michigan. In a single year over 
940 people enrolled as Friends of the 
Library. Their interest resulted in a 
25% increase in salaries of the staff, 
many donations of money and books and 
definite interest in the improvement of 
permanent support for the library. What 
Jackson has done, other libraries may 
do. An alert librarian and interested li- 
brary board will know what people in a 
community are potential Friends. A 
small, carefully selected group may grow 
and become a vital force in library de- 
velopment. 

The Special Membership Division at 
A.L.A. Headquarters has a handbook 
which tells about such organizations, 
which may be received on request. Let’s 
have more Friends! 


Did You Like 


Clarence Day’s Life with Father? 
Then here’s another: Life with Mother. 

Middletown? The Lynds now tell us 
what has happened there in the last ten 
years—in Middletown in Transition. 

Lutes’ Country Kitchen? Another ad- 
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vocate of good food is George Rector in 
Dine at Home. 

Raggle Taggle? Professor Starkie has 
been masquerading again—fiddle under 
his arm: this time Don Gypsy goes to 
Spain. 

Helen Fish’s Invitation to Travel? 
Perhaps How to Travel without Being 
Rich will help you accept. 

H. G. Wells’ The Croquet Player? Not 
much has been said about this horrifying 
trifle, but if you like cold chills, more 
may be found in. Machen’s House of 
Souls. 

Chamberlain’s A Small House in the 
Sun? Then don’t miss his Cape Cod in 
the Sun and Open House in New Eng- 
land. 

The Story of Ferdinand? 
nothing like it! 

—The City LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
Springfield, Mass., Oct. 1937. 


There’s 


Books On Home Economics 


Last March I sent a letter to each of 
the libraries telling of the plans of the 
Committee on Home Economics in Edu- 
cation Through Libraries, and suggest- 
ing that each library check its own col- 
lection in the field of home economics, 
with the assistance of the local home 
economics teacher. 

The approved list of books in this field 
owned by the Traveling Library is now 
ready and will be mailed to the public 
libraries. New material has been com- 
ing out so rapidly that most books pub- 
lished earlier than 1930 are out of date, 
especially in textiles and nutrition. When 
you receive the list, will you get news- 
paper publicity for the books you own 
on these subjects, and make an exhibit of 
them? 

Each Friday in March, some books 
from this list will be reviewed over 
WHA, the state-owned station, at 10 A. 
M. We want to be ready to meet the de- 
mand that those interested in Home 
Economics will build up. 

JENNIE T. SCHRAGE, 
Library Member of the 
Committee. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Shankle, George. American nicknames. 

1937. 599p. Wilson, $5. 014 

Over 4000 sobriquets which have been applied 
by us at one time or another to various people, 
places and things. Entry is under nicknames and 
object to which it is applied. Carefully docu- 
mented. There are some curious omissions. Young 
Bob La Follette is included but Old Bob omitted. 


Philosophy 


Marston, William M. Try living. 1937. 
228p. Crowell, $1.75. 150 
The discovery that he succeeded best in the task 
that he did most easily and happily was the basis 
of the philosophy which the author sets forth in 
this book, enlivened by many anecdotes and case 
histories. 


Raushenbush, Stephen and Joan. The 
final choice; America between Europe 
and Asia. 1937. 331p. Reynal, $2.50. 

172.4 


Can democracy be imposed on another country 
by going to war about it? Can a nation remain 
democratic while carrying on a war? Is failure 
to enforce the neutrality act aiding Japan or 
China? These are some of the questions discussed 
in this important book, which ends with a pro- 
posed Contract for War or Peace. 


Sociology 


Democracy in transition, by a group of 
social scientists in the Ohio State uni- 
versity. 1937. 361p. Appleton, $2.50. 

321.4 

Among the twelve papers that compose the book 

are: The promise of American life, Promise and 

fulfillment, Economic readjustments, Social recon- 

struction, Education and the new society, The place 
of the arts in a democratic society. 


Laidler, Harry W. American socialism; 
its aims and practical program. 1937. 
330p. Harper, $2.50. 335 

A reprint of the book which appeared in 1935 


under the title Socializing our democracy (BULLETIN 
Ja. ’35) 


Lazo, Hector. Retailer cooperatives; 
how to run them. 1937. 248p. Har- 
per, $3. 334 


How retail merchants may better themselves by 
uniting to maintain cooperative warehouses is the 
theme. Goes into practical details of organization. 

See Booklist 34: 48 Oct. 1 ’87. 


Metcalf, Henry C. ed. Collective bar- 
gaining for today and tomorrow: ap- 
proach and method. 1937. 182p. 
Harper, $2.25. 331.11 


A symposium by ten well-known specialists, most 
of them personnel managers, on problems of indus- 
trial relations arising out of the spread of unionism 
in recent years. One of the most suggestive books 
in the field of industrial relations in several years. 
Of peculiar interest to personnel managers and 
employers who are confronted by labor unions. 


Walsh, J. Raymond. C. I. O.; industrial 
unionism in action. 1937. 238p. Nor- 
ton, $2.50. 331.88 


A lucid, moving account of what C.I.0. has 
done and the tactics it has employed. Distinctly 
pro-C.I.0. in outlook and, in spots, very critical 
of the A. F. of L. and anti-union employers. Merits 
a place in libraries which want to be able to give 
their readers material on both sides of the current 
bitter controversies concerning the C.I.0. Presents 
one side only, but does this in a dignified, inter- 
esting manner. 


Young, Agnes Brooks. Recurring cy- 
cles of fashion, 1760-1937. 1937. 
216p. illus. Harper, $3. 391 


Maintains that changes in women’s fashions 
follow fixed patterns and can in some measure be 
reliably predicted. A scientific research shows that 
fashions repeat themselves in regular well-defined 
cycles, at such long intervals that there are only 
three in a century. The illustrations will be valu- 
able for artists and those interested in design and 
styling. Contains a bibliography of illustrations 
and an index. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Audubon, John James. The birds of 
America. 1937. illus. Macmillan, 
$12.50. 598.2 


Audubon’s Birds of America was first engraved 
and printed in England with the dates 1827-30. 
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The edition was limited to a few hundred copies 
which sold at $1000. Any remaining volume of 
this edition is a priceless treasure for a library 
or museum. Now 100 years after first publication, 
skillfully-made modern reproductions of the plates, 
reduced in size, are available at a reasonable price. 
The present work contains all of the 435 color plates 
of the original edition, with 65 additional which 
Audubon made later. William Vogt, editor of 
Bird Lore, the official organ of the National Asso- 
ciation of Audubon societies has written an In- 
troduction and supplied descriptive text. 


Fisher, G. C. Exploring the heavens. 
1937. 2238p. Crowell, $2.50. 523 


Based on lectures delivered at the Hayden plan- 
etarium in New York, of which the author is di- 
rector. 

See Booklist 34: 124 Dec. 1 737. 


Furnas, C. C. and S. M. Man, bread and 
destiny. 1937. 364p. Reynal, $3. 
613.2 


A book in which the authors have “attempted 
to survey the role of diet in man’s life from 
earliest times down to the present, and to sum- 
marize developments in the relatively new science 
of nutrition.” Popularly written and sure to be 
of interest everywhere. 


Harmes Earl. Furniture of yesterday 
and today. 1937. 63p. illus. Bruce, 
$1.75. 684 


Both period and modern designs are represented 
in this collection of twenty-two furniture projects. 
Brief historical sketches which accompany the 
period pieces will add to the craftsman’s apprecia- 
tion of the work he is doing. Intended for the 
home work shop. 


Hillis, Marjorie and Foltz, Bertina. 
Corned beef and caviar. 1937. 196p. 
Bobbs, $1.50. 641.5 


Recipes and menus for the “live-aloner”. The 
chapter heads reveal the contents: For you alone 
(fun in food for one only), Little time or money, 
Live alone and entertain, Getting the man with 
the meal, On the shelf (foods and equipment you 
ought to keep on hand), Wine women and cheese. 
Index to recipes of food and drinks. 


Fine Arts 


Bond, Harold Lewis. An encyclopedia 
of antiques. 1937. 389p. Hale, Cush- 
man, $3.75. 749 
With sections on Furniture and periods, Pottery 

and porcelain, Glass, Textiles, and Metals, this 

book supplies concise information in most of the 
fields in which antique collectors are interested. 
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The arrangement is alphabetical; there are num- 
erous illustrations in the form of drawings in the 
text as well as plates; a section devoted to bio- 
graphical sketches of outstanding craftsmen is 
an important feature; and in addition to frequent 
references in the text, there is an extensive bib- 
liography. 


Ewen, David. 20th century composers. 
1937. 309p. illus. Crowell, $3. 780.9 


Biographical and critical sketches of such com- 
posers as Stravinsky, Richard Strauss, Edward 
Elgar, Sibelius, Ravel, and others down to George 
Gershwin. Bibliography, and Index. 


Goddard, Gloria and Wood, Clement. 
Games for two. 1937. 192p. illus. 
Hillman-Curl, $1.45. 795 


Directions for many games, both with cards and 
without, that require only two players. 
See Booklist 34: 102 Nov. 15 ’87. 


Hourticq, Louis. Harper’s encyclopedia 
of art. 2 v. Harper, $30. 703 


Based on the Encyclopedia des beaux-arts, by 
Louis Hourticq, translated and revised in the light 
of present day trends. Many of the bibliographies 
are supplemented by recent material. There are 
165 half tone plates scattered through the two 
volumes, irrespective of subject matter and with 
no apparent reference to them in articles dealing 
with the subject. Will be useful for libraries which 
have much demand for information on art subjects, 
if they can afford it. 


Rutledge, Archibald. An American hunt- 
er. 1937. 461p. illus. Stokes, $4. 
799 


A good hunter must also be a good woodsman 
and something of a naturalist as well, according to 
the author. It is these qualities in himself that 
make his book something more than a mere record 
of hunting adventures; altho primarily it is a book 
for the sportsman. Attractively printed and illus- 
trated. 


Seldes, Gilbert. The movies come from 
America. 1937. 120p. illus. Scrib- 
ner, $3. 791.4 
The author is an ardent believer in the movies 

and writes of them with enthusiasm, even when 

critical of some of their phases. Fully illustrated, 
with pictures that give a good idea of development 


from early times. Written for publication in 
England. 


U. S. Camera, 1937; ed. by T. J. Ma- 
loney. 1937. 226p. illus. Morrow, 
$2.90. 770 
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Some 200 reproductions of photographs that will 
interest all amateurs in the field. Spiral binding; 
and a luxury purchase for most libraries. 

See Booklist 34: 92 Nov. 1 ’37. 


Gustav A. A guide to 
American antique furniture. 1937. 


95p. illus. Macrae, $1.25. 749 

Intended as a general introduction to the sub- 
ject for the average reader who, while not a col- 
lector, wants to know the distinguishing features 
of the characteristic styles. Typical pieces are 
illustrated by drawings in the text. 


Van Lennep, 


Literature 


Derleth, August and Larsson, Raymond 
E. F. eds. Poetry out of Wisconsin. 
1937. 334p. Henry Harrison, $3. 

811.08 or 821.08 


While anthologies of this type do not rank high 
as literature, the editors of this Wisconsin volume 
have been fortunate in the number of poets of first 
rank who have permitted their work to appear. 
Among these are William Ellery Leonard, Zona 
Gale, Margaret Ashmun, Lew Sarett, Laura 
Sherry, Herbert Bruncken and Sister Mary Mad- 
eleva. In addition, there are many occasional 
verses worth preserving and the volume has an 
even greater value for Wisconsin libraries for the 
number of minor poets who have local and state 
interest. 


Green, Paul. The lost colony. 1937. 
138p. illus. Univ. of N. C. press, $2. 
812 or 822 


With scenes laid in the court of Queen Elizabeth 
and on Roanoke island, Mr. Green has written a 
play about Sir Walter Raleigh’s lost colony. Uses 
the technique of the pantomime in part and intro- 
duces music and the dance. Illustrated with scenes 
from the play as produced at the Waterside Theatre, 
Roanoke island. 

See Booklist 34: 22 Sept. 1 '87. 


Gullan, Marjorie. The speech choir. 
1937. 284p. Harper, $1.75. 808.5 
A book on choral speaking, with selections taken 
chiefly from old English ballads and modern 
American poetry. Any speech teacher will be in- 
terested. 
See Booklist 84: 48 Oct. 1 ’37. 


Holland, Rupert Sargent. Plays of the 
American colonies. 1937. 244p. Har- 
per, $2. 812 or 822 


Ten plays, each based on an episode in the his- 
tory of one of the original colonies, between 1587 
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and 1776. They are non-royalty plays, useful for 
background reading or acting at school. 
See Booklist 34: 118 Nov. 15 °37. 


Lord, Russell, ed. Voices from the fields. 
1937. 166p. Houghton, $2. 
811.08 or 821.08 


Subtitled “‘A book of country songs by farming 
people,” this is an anthology of poems selected 
from the pages of Farm and Fireside and its suc- 
cessor The Country Home Magazine. The poetry is 
of a high order and may be taken as a natural ex- 
pression of the feeling country people have for the 
soil, the seasons and the conditions of farm life. 


Morley, Christopher and Everett, L. D. 
eds. Bartlett’s familiar quotations. 
1937. 1578p. Little, $5. 808.8 


An enlarged Bartlett in which familiarity of 
quotations is judged by present day standards. An 
excellent book which will supplement, but not 
supercede, the previous edition in libraries. The 
addition of many recent writers to those quoted 
from adds a new value. Omissions are also cor- 
rected. Surprisingly, Emily Dickinson appears for 
the first time. Mr. Morley’s preface should not be 
missed. 


History and Travel 
Ayscough, Florence. Chinese women 
yesterday and today. 1937. 324p. 
illus. Houghton, $3.50. 951 


The author writes of Chinese women yesterday 
and today, with frequent translations from Chinese 
poetry. There are also biographical studies of out- 
standing Chinese women, including a sketch of the 
three Soong sisters, and a longer study of Ch’iu 
Chin, a poet and revolutionary leader who was 
executed by the Manchus in 1907. 


Brenden, J. A. ed. A dictionary of Brit- 
ish history. 1937. 603p. Longmans, 
$5. 942 


A handy reference work in which the chief events 
and personages of British history are arranged in 
alphabetical order. The appendix lists English and 
Scottish sovereigns, the chief ministers of the 
crown, and archbishops of Canterbury. 

See Booklist 34: 100 Nov. 15 ’87. 


Chamberlin, William H. Japan over 
Asia. 1937. 395p. illus. Little, $3.50. 
950 

For many years foreign correspondent for the 
Christian Science Monitor in Russia, the author has 
for the last two years held a similar position in 
Tokyo. His purpose in this book has been “to 
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write neither an indictment nor a vindication of 
Japan’s expansionism, but to set forth as objec- 
tively as possible the main events and causes of 
the forward drive in Asia, the obstacles which it 
has encountered, and the favorable and unfavor- 
able auguries for Japan’s imperial career in the 
future.” 


Garner, Bess Adams. Mexico; notes in 
the margin. 1937. 164p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $3. 917.2 


As organizer of the Mexican Players at Padua 
Hills, Claremont, California, the author has had a 
genuine interest in Mexican folk ways and Mexican 
arts. Her trips into Mexico have all been under- 
taken with the purpose of finding fresh materials 
for her theatre, as well as arriving at a better 
understanding of the people. Her book is made up 
of little sketches, seldom more than 3 pages long. 
To the reader who knows Mexico at all, they will 
make a special appeal. 
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Havighurst, Walter. Upper Mississippi. 
1937. 258p. Farrar, $2.50. 917.7 


In telling the story of the upper Mississippi, the 
author has chosen to put his emphasis on the 
Scandinavian migration to the region. Some read- 
ers, especially those descended from other racial 
lines, will feel that this is unfair, and has led to 
the exclusion of other important elements. With 
this reservation, the book is a worthy successor to 
Kennebec in the Rivers of America series. The 
writing is vivid; the pictures by the Granahans 
decorative and charming. Wisconsin comes in for 
its share in the treatment. 


Phillips, James Duncan. Salem in the 


eighteenth century. 1937. 533p. il- 
lus. Houghton, $4. 974.4 


This volume continues the social history of Salem 
begun in the author’s Salem in the 17th century 
(1933). It abounds in illuminating episodes, and 
does much to dispell the myths of Puritanical in- 
tolerance that such writers as Nathaniel Hawthorne 
long ago made popular. A dozen handsome illus- 
trations and two maps of Salem add much to the 
usefulness of the volume. 


Wells, Carveth. Panamexico. 1937. 
343p. illus. McBride, $2.75. 917.2 


The author planned to tour Mexico by trailer, 
but because the Pan American highway was not 
finished at the time, decided to ship the trailer 
and travel by boat thru the Canal. This opened 
the way to several chapters of history and descrip- 
tion, so that the trailer journey begins about mid- 
way of the book. Will be enjoyed by those who 
know the author’s radio travel talks. 
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Biography 


Carlson, Oliver. Brisbane, a candid biog- 
raphy. 1937. 373p. illus. Stackpole, 
$3. 921 


Arthur Brisbane’s father was an idealistic re- 
former. Converted early in life to the social 
theories of Fourier, he expended many of his years 
in promoting the communal societies known as 
Phalansteries, one of which was established in 
Ripon, Wis. When these failed, he followed other 
ideals. The son chose a different road, the one 
that leads to success, power, and fortune. This 
is a frank account of the way in which he achieved 
his ends. 

See Booklist 34: 122 Dec. 1 ’87. 


Johns, Orrick. Time of our lives. 1937. 
353p. Stackpole, $3. 921 


Mr. Johns writes of his father’s life and his 
own, two biographies in one. The father, one of 
Pulitzer’s associates, was for many years the cru- 
sading editor of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The 
son followed in his steps as a journalist, took an 
active part in the poetry revival that began around 
the year 1912, and in later liberal and radical 
movements. There are many interesting glimpses 
of important people of the two periods. 

See Booklist 34: 89 Nov. 1 ’87. 


Lutes, Della T. Home grown. 1937. 
272p. Little, $1.75. 921 


More reminiscences from the author’s rich child- 
hood. Food still plays an important part, and there 
are character studies and stories and sketches of 
various types of country merry making—the straw- 
berry festival, the oyster supper, the charivari, 
the country dance. Recipes in the text are indexed 
for the cook’s convenience. 


Morris, Constance Lily. 
the last conservative. 1937. 375p. 


illus. Knopf, $3.50. 943.6 or 921 

A biography which may well be added to the 
small group of lives of outstanding women who 
were also rulers. Emphasises the personal side of 
Maria Theresa’s life, but does justice to the pol- 
itical side of her reign also and shows how events 
which had their beginnings then are only reaching 
a culmination now. 

See Booklist 33: 337 July ’37. 


Maria Theresa, 


Mowrer, Lilian T. Journalist’s wife. 
1937. 414p. Morrow, $3.50. 921 


American journalists have come into their own 
in recent years as authors of books that combine 
adventure with comment on world affairs. In this 
volume the wife of one of these wanderers has her 
say. We learn what it is like from a woman’s 
point of view to be in the thick of European affairs, 
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to adapt one’s self to living conditions here, there 
and everywhere, and to accept life as it comes 
with equanimity and good sportsmanship. 

See Booklist 84: 126 Dec. 1 ’37. 


Powell, E. Alexander. Free lance. 1937. 
514p. Harcourt, $3. 921 


An autobiographic narrative covering the years 
since the world war. They have been years of 
foot-loose adventure for the author, in all parts 
of the world, and he writes of them entertainingly 
in a book that will appeal especially to men. 


Schachner, Nathan. Aaron Burr. 1937. 
563p. Stokes, $3.50. 921 


Using new evidence the author attempts to 
make out a case for Burr against his earlier de- 
tractors. Probably needed only in larger libraries 
where it would be balanced by other lives. 

See Booklist 34: 68 Oct. 15 °87. 


Stirn, Ernest W. An annotated biblio- 
graphy of Robert M. LaFollette. 1937. 
591p. U. of Chicago press, $5. 921 


A bibliography that serves as a key to the source 
material on Senator LaFollette’s public career. A 
thorough indexing of the Congressional Record, and 
of the NV. Y. Daily Tribune (1875-1906) and the 
N. Y. Times (1918-1936) provides much of the ma- 
terial. A work for the scholar. The average public 
library would find more value in the bibliography 
prepared by Eleanore V. Laurent, which is on file 
at the Library School and available on loan for 
copying. 


Fiction 


Bledsoe, Mary. Shadows slant north. 
1937. 398p. Lothrop, $2.50. 


Simple and unaffected story of the mountain 
region of North Carolina and of a young girl’s 
eager response to the educational opportunities 
opened up to her. Just as success and happiness 
are within her grasp, Judith is called home to 
assume family responsibilities. Thru this circum- 
stance and an unfortunate misunderstanding, she 
is robbed of love as well as of opportunity in the 
world, but in the end her courage and steadfast- 
ness are rewarded. Told with a minimum of dia- 
lect and will be liked by many readers. 


Borden, Lucille. Starforth. 1937. 488p. 
Macmillan, $2.50. 


Carries on the story of the Starforths, begun in 
White hawthorne (BuLietin July ’36). Maris Star- 
forth is the friend in turn of Mary Tudor and of 
Elizabeth. She is spared by the latter from execu- 
tion, for her loyalty to the Catholic faith, and the 
book ends with the exile of the family to the 
American colonies. 
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Bridge, Ann. Enchanter’s nightshade. 
1937. 459p. Little, $2.50. 


When a pretty young English governess, with 
an Oxford education, but unbelievably ignorant of 
life, comes into the midst of a sophisticated, aris- 
tocratic Italian family, with its intrigues and its 
loyalties, there are grave complications and mis- 
understandings. The character drawing is excellent, 
and the picture of aristocratic Italian family life 
thirty years ago, with the contrasting English and 
Italian points of view on marriage, is interesting. 

See Booklist 834: 94 Nov. 1 ’87. 


Carlisle, Helen Grace. The merry merry 
maidens. 1937. 341p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


When her 17-year old daughter asks if she may 
have a meeting of the Club at her house, Ruth’s 
mind goes back to the Club she had belonged to 
in High School, twenty years before. They called 
it the P and I’s. P stood for puella. She couldn’t 
remember the I—another Latin word, meaning 
that they were never going to be married. And so 
started, she lives over the years and we have the 
story of the six girls and their interwoven lives. 
Sympathetic and wise, a story, full of humor and 
tenderness, that will appeal deeply to women. 


Dark, Eleanor. Sun across the sky. 
1937. 336p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Altho it is neither so moving nor so compelling 
in its interest as the author’s first novel, Return 
to Coolami (BULLETIN July ’36), this book is written 
with the same skill in story telling. The scene is 
an Australian sea-side resort and the events take 
place while the sun moves across the sky for one 
day. 


Gann, Walter. The trail boss. 
244p. Houghton, $2. 


An unusual western, built around the life his- 
tory of Sancho, a long-horn steer, who weaves in 
and out of a gang of cattle thieves. A fine com- 
bination of animal story and western atmosphere. 


1937. 


Hueston, Ethel. Calamity Jane of Dead- 
wood Gulch. 1937. 306p. Bobbs, $2. 


Calamity Jane in all her reality is here, swear- 
ing, drinking, carousing her way thru the pages; 
but also nursing the sick and lending a helping 
hand. For romance there is the love story of her 
ward, Phoebe Ann Norcutt, and Len Wade, gov- 
ernment agent; and for background the west when 
it was still wild. 


Huxley, Elspeth. Murder at government 
house. 1937. 282p. Harper, $2. 


A British colony in West Africa is the setting for 
a well-written mystery. 
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Lewis, Ernest. The hill fox. 1937. 291p. 
Coward, $2.50. 


Readers who like well written stories of animal 
life will find much enjoyment in this story of a fox, 
from cubhood until he escapes the hounds and lives 
to become something of a legend. The author 
knows English fox hunting and understands animal 
nature. 


Miller, Helen Topping. Storm over Eden. 
1937. 281p. Appleton, $2. 


Light novel with scenes laid in Alabama and 
Texas. The plot involves two sisters, one pretty 
and vain, the other staunch and true; with events 
working out in a satisfactory way for both. 


Parker, James Reid. Academic proces- 
sion. 1937. 281p. Harcourt, $2. 


Entertaining sketches of various campus figures 
(imaginary ones) and their inter-related stories 
which reveal the hidden aspects, the inner life, 
of the small world of the college, with its hopes 
and aspirations, unexpected and comical situations, 
and personal politics. Many of these chapters ap- 
peared in The New Yorker. 


Pocock, Guy. Stubbs at fifty. 1937. 


318p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Mr. Stubbs, an English schoolmaster dismissed 
from his position for his radical ideas, goes to 
London where he can associate with other advanced 
thinkers. Here he finds himself hopelessly out of 
date, makes a fool of himself trying to be youthful, 
but comes finally to his senses and discovers a 
niche where his own real talents can be put to use. 

See Booklist 34: 58 Oct. 1 ’87. 


Sabatini, Raphael. The lost king. 1937. 
379p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Sabatini’s latest romance centers around the lost 
dauphin, and the attempts after his supposed death 
to place an imposter on the throne. 


Sandoz, Mari. Slogum house. 1937. 


400p. Little, $2.50. 


It is difficult to know what to say of this power- 
ful, but disagreeable book. It will interest all 
readers of Old Jules to see what the author can do 
with an imaginative theme. They will find that she 
handles it with consummate skill and creates a 
world that carries unquestioned conviction, but the 
entire theme will be distasteful to many and small- 
er libraries may do well to avoid controversy. 


Simon, Charlie May. The share crop- 
per. 1937 247p. Dutton, $2.50. 


This story of the Arkansas cotton fields has an 
atmosphere of unpretentious reality. It is the story 
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of Bill and Donie Bradley and their ambition to 
get ahead in the world and do well by their chil- 
dren. The system is too much for them. Debts 
mount. Bill joins the union and finds himself 
black-listed as a result; but the story leaves them 
still hopeful. 

See Booklist 34: 28 Sept. 15 °87. 


Stegner, Wallace. Remembering laugh- 
ter. 1937. 154p. Little, $1.25. 


This story, which won a prize in a novelette 
contest, is a development of the triangle theme in 
an Iowa setting. Elspeth MacLeod and her sister’s 
husband, Alec, are drawn together by their common 
love of life and laughter, which Margaret, the wife, 
does not share. Helping to conceal the fact that 
Alec is the father of Elspeth’s child, Margaret 
finds her own way of making the two pay for their 
sin. 

See Booklist 34: 71 Oct. 15 ’87. 


Taber, Gladys. The evergreen tree. 
1937. 303p. Macrae, $2. 


This novel has its setting in a paper-mill town 
in Wisconsin and, while the local background is 
not particularly prominent, it is a good readable 
story of family life worth adding to the shelf of 
Wisconsin novels. 


Tuttle, W. C. The keeper of Red Horse 
pass. 1937. 252p. Houghton, $2. 
The rustling of a herd of cattle over a lost 


trail, known only to one man, forms the basis of 
plot in a good western. 


Wren, P. C. To the hilt. 

Houghton, $2. 

Sequel to Spur of pride (Butietin, Apr. °37). 
Readers will be glad to learn what became of Cap- 
tain Wendover in the passes of northern India, 
but the story is not up to the first book. 


1937. 318p. 


Zweig, Stefan. The buried candelabrum. 
1937. 149p. Viking, $2.50. 


Story of the sacred candlestick, carried away by 
the vandals in the sack of Rome in 455, recovered, 
lost again, and finally hidden in a secret place 
where it remains to this day. A Jewish legend 
effectively told. 


The Indeterminate Shelf 


Benet, Laura. The boy Shelley. 1937. 
307p. Dodd, $2. 921 


Shelley the boy is revealed to us as the loved son, 
adored brother, unhappy school boy, eager scientist 
and loyal friend. His hatred of tyranny and in- 
justice are emphasized. A splendid preparation for 
sympathetic reading of his poems. 
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Kelley, Eric P. Treasure mountain. Morrison, Lucile. The lost queen of 

1937. 211p. illus. Macmillan, $2. Egypt. 1937. 367p. illus. Stokes, 
Treasure madness is the theme of this thrilling $2.50. 


story of the southwest. The greed of an unscru- 
pulous overseer of a ranch and the desire of an 
Apache Indian for revenge on a rival pueblo bring 
failure to their own plots and good luck to others. 
The sympathetic interpretation of Indian psychol- 
ogy is important. The chapter describing the night 
dance is noteworthy. 


Fernald, Helen C. Smoke blows west. 
1937. 288p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


The coming of railroads was of great importance 
to Kansas at the close of the Civil War. Young 
Tom Stonebridge went out to cast his lot with 
Neosho Bend and found himself involved in excite- 
ment, adventure and intrigue. The fast moving 
story will be enjoyed by older boys. 

See Booklist 34: 12 Sept. 1 ’87. 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde. Rising thun- 
der. 1937. 272p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


Jack Jouette is the central figure of this absorb- 
ing story of Virginia during the Revolution. His 
daring and dramatic ride over forty miles of forest 
trails at night, to save Thomas Jefferson and his 
Assembly from capture by Tarleton is well told. 
The comfortable, easy life of the period is well 
depicted. A fine story for older boys. 

See Booklist 84: 88 Sept. 15 ’87. 


Lide, Alice Alison and Johansen, Mar- 
garet Alison. Thord Firetooth. 1937. 
226p. illus. Lothrop, $2. 


The story of Thord Firetooth, a young Norse 
warrior “by the grace of God... sold a slave 
into far lands that he might bring back much good 
to his people.” Incidents crowd each other in the 
unfolding of the plot, which reflects the cruelty of 
the period. The turning from heathenism to the 
worship of the strange White Christ is dramatic. 

See Booklist 34: 183 Dec. 1 ’37. 


Messenger to the 
312p. illus. Long- 


Morgan, De Wolfe. 
Pharoah. 1937. 
mans, $2. 


Setna lived in Egypt while the Great Pyramid 
was being built. Not wishing to become a scribe 
as his father was, he became a messenger to the 
king and found himself involved in political in- 
trigue. A dream brot to him a realization of the 
futility of wasting human labor needlessly. Be- 
cause of his exemplary life, men remembered him 
after his death as “‘one to serve as a pattern for 
others.” 

See Booklist 34: 34 Sept. 15 ’87. 


A vivid portrayal of the life of Princess Ankh- 
senomon, Egyptian princess, from her earliest 
childhood until the death of her husband, Tut- 
ankhamon. Old Egypt and its customs come to 
life in this story of love, politics and intrigue, ac- 
curately presented and wholly absorbing. For older 
high school students and adults. 

See Booklist 34: 118 Nov. 15 °87. 


Ratzesberger, Anna. Jasmine. 1937. 


286p. illus. Whitman, $2. 


Farrukh, a girl living in Persia, finds herself 
confronted with old and new conventions when she 
marries a young man who has been educated 
abroad. The mystery which they encountered and 
its solution form the plot, about which are woven 
manners and customs of the country. 

See Booklist 34: 56 Oct. 1 ’37. 


Children’s Books 
Armer, L. A. The trader’s children. 
1937. 241p. Longmans, $2.50. 


The impact of new ideas on the life at Black 
Mountain Trading Post, in the desert country of 
the southwest where sheep raising was the chief 
occupation, is well developed in this story. The 
author knows her background and the people who 
are portrayed. 

See Booklist 84: 55 Oct. 1 ’87. 


Carpenter, Frances. Tales of a Chinese 
grandmother. 1937. 261p. _ illus. 
Doubleday, $2.50. 398 


A story-telling grandmother passes on to her 
grand-children thirty of the beautiful stories from 
Old Chinese folk tales. The careful selection, faith- 
ful rendition and beautiful illustrations by Malthe 
Hasselrus combine to make this a beautiful book. 

See Booklist 34: 181 Dec. 1 ’37. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth. Alice-all-by-her- 
self. 1937. 181p. illus. Macmillan, 
$2. 

The day by day adventures of ten year old Alice 
who lived in Damariscotta, Maine, in a house which 
her family had occupied since the middle of the 
18th century. Rather a quiet little story, told with 
great charm and illustrated by Marquerite de 
Angeli. (8-12) 

See Booklist 34: 181 Dec. 1 ’37. 


Crowell, Christine C. The little house. 
1937. 271p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Aunt Amy, who liked things well equipped, took 
charge of the Whitney family after their mother 
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died. She took her housekeeping more seriously 
than she did Father’s writing and was always 
asking him to run errands. It was eleven year old 
Mary L. who came to the rescue, moved the family 
to the Little House where Father’s writing would 
not be interrupted, persuaded Aunt Amy to stay 
in California, and became a useful Hat Holder— 
the kind that produces a hat just the moment it 
is needed. 


de Angeli, Marguerite. Petit Suzanne. 
1937. unp. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


The beautiful coast of the Gaspe peninsula is 
the home of the little French Canadian girl about 
whom this story is written. From tourist season 
to Christmas time we follow her experiences and 
rejoice with her when she receives the much de- 
sired painting set from her American friend. Man- 
ners and customs of the region are pleasantly 
portrayed, both in text and beautiful illustrations. 


Eliot, Frances. The traveling coat. 1937. 
unp. illus. Dutton, $1.50. 


Istvan was a little Hungarian boy who had a 
new coat, woven from the hair of Betje, the goat. 
To Germany, Holland, India, England, China and 
America the little coat goes, being worn in each 
country by a different child until an American goat 
eats all but the corner in which Istvan’s name is 
woven. Delightfully illustrated by the author. 
Ages 5-10. 

See Booklist 34:12 Sept. 1 °87. 


Fish, Helen Dean, comp. Four and 
twenty black-birds. 1937. 104p. 
Stokes, $1.50. 821.08 


A collection of nursery rhymes “rescued from 
the memories of older people or from out-of-print 
books”. Many of them will be recognized as 
fragments of half-remembered songs which our 
parents sang to us. A splendid addition to the 
nursery rhymes of today. 

See Booklist 84: 96 Nov. 1 ’87. 


Flack, Marjorie. The restless robin. 
1937. unp. illus. Houghton, $1.50. 


The geographical and domestic adventures of a 
robin, from the February day when he leaves 
Georgia sunshine to locate a home in the north, 
until he proudly leads his children from the nest 
in the apple tree near the farmhouse in the New 
Hampshire mountains. Beautifully illustrated. 


Gaither, Frances. Little Miss Cappo. 
1937. 254p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Her real name was Catherine Ann Crews and 
she was brought up on High Bluff plantation in 
Alabama. Not many girls went away to school 
in 1820 and it was a real adventure for Little 
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Miss Cappo to go on horseback to the Moravian 
school in North Carolina where she nearly died of 
homesickness and had such exciting experiences. 
Careful consideration of documents and diaries have 
resulted in presenting the life and manners of the 
period with a high degree of accuracy. For junior 
high. 
See Booklist 34:182 Dec. 1 ’87. 


Gay, Zhenya. Sakimura. 1937. ‘unp. 


illus. Viking, $1.50. 


The story of an aristocratic cat and his longing 
for companionship. The Siamese Sakimura set 
forth to find a friend to play with. After several 
disappointments, his search ended with the dis- 
covery of a tiger cat on a farmhouse porch. Ap- 
pealing text and lithographic illustrations. 


Hader, Berta and Elmer. Tommy 
Thatcher goes to sea. 1937. unp. 
illus. Macmillan, $2. 


When Tommy came to Maine to live with his 
grandparents, he discovered that he was a sailor 
at heart, in spite of the ten years he had lived in 
the city. With the help of his little cousin Hattie, 
he learned the vocabulary and experienced the 
thrills of sea life, which the reader enjoys vicar- 
iously. For boys and girls 10-12. 


Hill, Helen and Maxwell, Violet. When 
Marius was ten. 1937. 1638p. illus. 
Macmillan, $1.75. 


Adventures began in the life of Marius, a little 
French boy, when he became acquainted with Miss 
Nixon, American proprietor of an antique shop in 
his village. He helped solve the mystery concerning 
the baby who was taken to America during the 
Revolution, and obtained his heart’s desire—a trip 
to an American ranch. 

See Booklist 34: 112 Nov. 15 737. 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh. Susan beware! 1937. 
243p. illus. Stokes, $1.75. 


Susan Merrill was a tom boy who lived in Indian- 
apolis in the 70’s. She seemed to possess a faculty 
for getting herself into scrapes, much to the dis- 
tress of her family. This amusing story reflects the 
life of the period. 

See Booklist 37:112 Nov. 15 ’37. 


Lathrop, Dorothy. Animals of the Bible. 
1937. 65p. illus. Stokes, $2. 220 


A picture book of the animals which appear in 
the Old Testament, Psalms and Gospels, beautifully 
illustrated by Dorothy Lathrop. The text has been 
selected from the King James version by Helen 
Dean Fish. 
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Meadowcroft, Enid L. The gift of the 
river. 1937. 235p. Crowell, $2. 932 


A history of the first really civilized people, the 
Egyptians, written for and adapted to younger 
readers. Quotations from original sources and illus- 
trations from Egyptian materia] increase the ef- 
fectiveness of the book. The time covered is 
from earliest records to the downfall of Old Egypt. 

See Booklist 34: 76 Oct. 15 °87. 


Moore, C. C. The night before Christ- 
mas. 1937. unp. illus. Harcourt, 
$1.50. 


A beautiful interpretation of a well-known poem 
by a sympathetic illustrator. Twelve colored plates 
and many black and white drawings. 

See Booklist 34: 78 Oct. 15 ’37. 


Parton, Ethel. Vinney Applegay. 1937. 


293p. illus. Viking, $2. 


Vinny didn’t know Uncle Lambert until she 
went to live with him after her half sister married 
and moved to California. In this description of 
her new home, relatives and friends we have a 
picture of life as it was lived in New York City 
in 1870. For girls in the upper grades. 

See Booklist 34: 97 Nov. 1 ’87. 


Phillips, Mary Geisler. Things that go. 
1937. 47p. illus. Rand, $1. 


Automobiles, air planes, telephones, vacuum 
cleaners, steam shovels, sewing machines, type- 
writers and freight trains are the objects treated 
from the standpoint of the small child who is in- 
terested primarily in motion and sound. 


[January, 1938 


Pryor, W. C. and H. S. The streamline 
train book. 1937. 101p. illus. Har- 
court, $1. 625 


This book supplements, rather than displaces, 
the author’s Train book of 1933. 


Seredy, Kate. The white stag. 1937. 


95p. illus. Viking, $2. 

The legendary story of the white stag which 
led Attila to the Promised Land after the Huns 
and Maygars had moved from Asia to Europe. The 
stately rendering and the beautiful illustrations 
combine to make a really distinguished book for 
young people. 


Tompkins, Jane. The polar bear twins. 
1937. 106p. illus. Stokes, $1.50. 
The life and adventures of two young polar bears, 
Fluffy and Tuffy, in their icy world. Incidents 
are based on information gathered by the author’s 
husband who was a member of the Stefansson third 
Arctic expedition. Amusing and life-like litho- 
graphic illustrations by Kurt Wiese. Aged 6-8. 


Stocking Books 


The night before Christmas, by Clement 


C. Moore. n.d. unp. illus. Holiday, 
50c. 


Dick Whittington and his cat. 1937. 


unp. illus. Holiday, 50c. 

Jolly little editions of a well known story and 
poem in the size which children love to carry 
around. Not practicable for public library use, 
except in editions collections. 


BIOGRAPHY OF EBEN REXFORD 


Copies of the Biography of Eben E. Rexford, published under the auspices of 
the Eben E. Rexford Committee a few years ago, are available at half the original 
price. The cost is fifty cents plus postage. The book is small (99pp.), neatly bound, 
and contains considerable material of Wisconsin interest. Apply to Mrs. M. L. P. 


Smith, 140 Jefferson Avenue, Oshkosh. 
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